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"HIM WE PROCLAIM, WARNING EVERYONE AND 
TEACHING EVERYONE МИНА WISDOM, THAT WE 
MAY PRESENT EVERYONE MATURE IN CHRIST." 


-COLOSSIANS 1:28-29 


n August 1, 2017, I served my first day 

as President of Westminster Seminary 

California (WSC). This experience has 
been both an honor and humbling. It is an honor 
to continue to serve an institution that I believe of- 
fers a premier theological education for future pas- 
tors and leaders in the church. It is also humbling 
to lead such a wonderful group of faculty, staff, and 
students. In many ways I feel that I am standing on 
the shoulders of giants, particularly those presi- 
dents who have served WSC so faithfully in the past 
- Drs. Robert B. Strimple, Robert G. den Dulk, and 
W. Robert Godfrey. Please pray that the Lord will 
use me as he has used these men for his kingdom. 

This is a particularly exciting time for the WSC 
community. The student housing construction 
project continues to progress according to schedule 
and budget (pp. 10-11). This large-scale on-campus 
student housing will enhance our vibrant commu- 
nity of faith and learning while reducing students’ 
housing costs substantially. Last summer, the ad- 
ministration converted all exterior lighting on cam- 
pus to LED and completed a major renovation of 
the administration building. This fall, the seminary 
held “WSC in OC? which marks the first time the 
seminary conducted a full course in Orange Coun- 
ty (p. 20). 

Also in this issue, current student Yi Wang (p. 
8) explains why he gave up an architectural career 
in Italy in order to prepare for the pastoral minis- 
try at WSC. Alumnus Rev. Rob Weaver (p. 16) de- 
scribes how WSC prepared him for his ministry to 
the Ojibwe people in Lake of the Woods, Canada. 
Finally, we introduce new board (p. 23) and staff (p. 
20) members. 

We hope to see many of you at our Annual Con- 
ference on campus January 12-13, 2018. Please con- 
tinue to pray for Westminster Seminary California 
as we work for Christ, his gospel, and his church. 


Cordially in Christ, 


ot E pee 


Joel E. Kim 
WSC President 
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MISSION: The purpose of UPDATE is 
to showcase Westminster Seminary 
California’s distinctively Christ-centered, 
graduate education through the work of 
its faculty, students and alumni who are 
serving as pastors, teachers, missionar- 
ies, and leaders worldwide in light of 
our overarching mission “to glorify God 
through graduate theological study. . . 
for those who will serve in the Christian 
community and the larger society.” 


Since 1979, Westminster Seminary Cali- 
fornia has offered a distinctly Reformed 
and rigorous education in order to glo- 
tify Christ, promote His Gospel, and 
serve His Church. The strength of our 
degree programs lies in our faculty's uni- 
fied commitment to the inerrant Scrip- 
tures and the Reformed confessions. 
Westminster Seminary California is the 
only accredited seminary in the Western 
United States serving confessionally Re- 
formed churches. 
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п May 9, 2017, the Board of Trustees announced the appointment of Rev. 
O Joel Eunil Kim as the fourth President of Westminster Seminary California. 

Rev. Kim began serving in this capacity on August 1st. Born in South Korea, 
Rev. Kims family moved to Southern California when he was a child. As the son of a 
Christian Reformed Church (CRC) minister, he was catechized with the Three Forms 
of Unity from childhood. After completing his undergraduate degree at the University 
of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), Rev. Kim obtained the M.Div. degree at WSC. He 
later received a Th.M. at Calvin Theological Seminary, studying under noted scholar Dr. 
Richard A. Muller. Rev. Kim has served WSC as Assistant Professor of New Testament 
since 2005. He has served the global church through agencies such as Southeast Asia 
Partnership and the Candidates and Credentials Committee of the Korean Southwest 
Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Rev. Kim has also served 
Reformed and Presbyterian congregations for over two decades, including several years 
at New Life Fullerton (PCA) in Orange County, California. UPDATE sat down with 


Rev. Kim in order to learn more about his life, career, and vision for WSC. 


UPDATE: Tell us about your childhood. 


I was born in Incheon, South Korea, a port 
city around 17 miles west of the capital 
city of Seoul. We lived there until I was 
nine when my family - my parents and 
five children - moved to the United States 
and began a new life. It is hard for me to 
believe but weve now lived in the States 
for 35 years. Those years were filled with 
tears, and at time pains, adjusting to anew 
culture and language, but they are high- 
lighted by God's grace in sustaining and 
providing for my family. 

In addition to immigrating to the 
States, being a pastor’s kid really shaped 
me as a person. My father was a Presbyte- 
rian minister in Korea, and he chose the 
CRC as our ecclesiastical home when we 
moved here. Although we did not have 
many “things” growing up, my home was 
filled with love and faith, and I am grate- 
ful to my parents for modeling faithful life 
right before my eyes. Their prayers remain 
my source of constant encouragement. 


UPDATE: How did you come to study 
at Westminster Seminary California? 


Although I had a number of options when 
choosing a seminary, WSC became my 
obvious choice for two reasons. First was 
its location. Having grown up ina Korean- 
American immigrant church, I had hoped 
to serve and learn in that church context. 
The large number of Korean-American 
churches in the area gave me opportuni- 
ties to learn and grow while remaining 
close to home. Second was Bob Godfrey. 
When I was a senior at UCLA, he visit- 


ed the campus and spoke to a Christian 
group where а large number had gathered 
to hear him speak on the topic of infant 
baptism. His insights and enthusiasm 
made the decision to come to WSC quite 
easy. While attending WSC, I was a mem- 
ber of his prayer group, gathering every 
Wednesday to pray not only for our own 
personal needs but also for the churches, 
especially the CRC where both Bob and I 
belonged at the time. 


UPDATE: You have been a professor 
at WSC for 12 years. Describe your 
experience at the seminary. 


It has been a blessing. I have the oppor- 
tunity to work with incredibly gifted men 
and women who love the institution and 
the church. Most people know that our 
faculty members are gifted teachers and 
learned scholars. But many people may 
not know that these men are faithful pas- 
tors who serve the local churches, pas- 
sionate preachers who regularly speak at 
churches, and faithful Christians who are 
examples to the students. It is an honor 
and privilege to work with them. 

As much as I enjoy my colleagues, my 
favorite part of seminary life is the stu- 


PRAY for WSC 


PRESIDENT KIM 


Pray that the Lord would bless President 
Joel E. Kim in his transition to this new 
position of service to Christs Church. 


On August 31, 2017, Rev. Joel Е. Kim 
led his first Opening Convocation as 
President of WSC. To listen to the con- 
vocation address audio, visit: 
WSCAL.EDU/CONVOCATION-2017 


dents. We have students here from all 
over the country and the world. In many 
ways, the world is coming to us, and we 
are sending them out into the world. I 
enjoy teaching them, eating with them, 
and just meeting up with them to talk 
and pray about life and ministry. The 
students make WSC special, and I look 
forward to seeing graduates at various 
events to hear about their families and 
ministries. 


UPDATE: Dr. W. Robert Godfrey just 
completed a long tenure as president 
of WSC. What did you learn as a pro- 
fessor observing his presidency and 
leadership? Describe your relation- 
ship with Dr. Godfrey. 


I stand on the shoulders of giants. Rob- 
ert Strimple, Robert den Dulk, and W. 
Robert Godfrey—our first three presi- 
dents—have served WSC faithfully for a 
combined 37 years of its existence. They 
have laid down a firm foundation, and I 
am grateful for their tireless labors and 
sacrifices on behalf of the seminary. 

In particular, Bob Godfrey has been 
a dear friend and mentor. I am still 
amazed by the sharpness of his wit, 


the depth and breadth of his intellect, 
and the clarity of his teaching. But I am 
most grateful for the way he loves his 
local congregation (where he has taught 
a Sunday School class for over three de- 
cades), the way he placed the seminary 
above and beyond himself, and the way 
he stood up for biblical truth even when 
it required much sacrifice. 


UPDATE: There are many seminaries 
in the United States, not to mention 
around the world. How is WSC distinct? 


Let me mention four distinctives. First, 
its gateway location. When WSC was 
first established, the original faculty and 
administration understood the mission 
of the school to be intimately related to 
its location. In fact, “serving the West 
and reaching the world” was one of the 
earliest expressions of WSC's vision, and 
that vision is alive and strong today. We 
have Mexico and Latin America as our 
neighbors to the south, and we face the 
Pacific as it connects us to Asia and be- 
yond. We hope to support and resource 
the churches not only locally but also 
globally. 

Second, its community of learning. 
As an educational institution, we shape 
and nourish the minds of the students. 
As a seminary that exists for the church, 
we also model and nurture the whole life 
of a pastor. We believe that face-to-face 
education is still the best way to prepare 
men and women for the church because 
so much learning takes place outside of 
the classrooms. For this reason, we are 
committed to maintaining a low faculty- 
student ratio—fewer than 10 students 
for each faculty member—in order that 
students have access to faculty members 


who are not only their professors but 
also their mentors. 

Third, its integrated curriculum. We 
exist for the church, and we believe that 
the church in this tumultuous and chal- 
lenging culture requires more—not less 
—theological education and training. 
We are unapologetically committed to a 
classical form of theological education 
that produces “specialists in the Bible” 
by focusing on the original languages, 
engaging the confessions, and grounded 
on the inerrant Word of God. 

Finally, its theological diversity. 
Southern California is known for its 
diversity. This is a place where you 
regularly live next to and meet people 
of different ethnicities, politics, and 
religions. Given the changing demo- 
graphics and religious commitments 
(or non-commitments) of many, it is 
difficult to imagine a better place than 
Southern California to experience and 
learn how to minister in the changing 
world. We are grateful for the many local 
churches with whom we are partnering 
to produce ministers and leaders who 
will faithfully proclaim Christ and his 
gospel without compromise. 


UPDATE: WSC is in the process of its 
most ambitious endeavor in its histo- 
ry in the on-campus student housing 
project. This is an exceptional move 
in an age of online theological edu- 
cation. How will large-scale student 
housing serve the mission of the sem- 
inary and its distinctives? 


We are committed to face-to-face 
education, believing that pastors and 
ministers are best trained when they 
learn together and live together. This is 


"WHEN WSC WAS FIRST ESTABLISHED, THE ORIGINAL 
FACULTY AND ADMINISTRATION UNDERSTOOD THE 
MISSION OF THE SCHOOL TO BE INTIMATELY RELATED 10 
ITS LOCATION. IN FACT, "SERVING THE WEST AND 
REACHING THE WORLD” WAS ONE OF THE EARLIEST 
EXPRESSIONS OF WSC’S VISION." 
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DID YOU 
KNOW? 


On August 1, 2017, Rev. 
Joel E. Kim began his 
tenure as President of 
Westminster Seminary 
California. Here are 
some numbers from his 
life and career. 


WITH 


HAS SERVED 4 


CHURCHES IN 
STATES 


why we are excited about the 64 graduate apartments being 
built on site! With this residential village, we hope to bless the 
students by offering affordable housing, especially for those 
students who are coming to us from different states or from 
a different country. 

Moreover, we hope that 
this residential village will 
bless the students by enhanc- 
ing the community of learning. 
This community of learning 
is important for seminarians 
who learn as much outside the 
classroom as inside. But just as 
important is this community 
for the spouses and children 
of seminarians who often do 
not benefit from seminary life. 
Our sincere hope and prayer 
is that this residential village will be a place of growth, both 
spiritually and communally. 

We covet your prayers and support as we complete this 
important project. 


UPDATE: Throughout your life and career you have had 
intimate connections to the Korean-American churches, 
the Dutch Reformed community, and the PCA. What are 
some unique opportunities and challenges facing the 
Korean-American church? 


This is an important question with no easy answers, espe- 
cially given that the readers of UPDATE have different lev- 
els of experience and understanding of Korean-American 
churches. In brief, let me mention two challenges facing the 
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MARRIED 2 CHILDREN 


"OUR SINCERE HOPE AND PRAYER І5 
THAT THIS RESIDENTIAL VILLAGE WILL 
BEA PLACE OF GROWTH, BOTH 
SPIRITUALLY AND COMMUNALLY." 
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YEARS AS 
PROFESSOR 
AT WSC 


о 


MOVED FROM 
KOREA AT AGE 


9 


GRADUATED FROM WSC IN 


Korean-American churches. First is the challenge of future 
leadership. Many estimate that there are over 4,300 Korean- 
speaking churches in the US. Even if most of the churches are 
small, a significant number of churches have larger member- 
ship and are facing a possible 
transition in leadership in the 
next decade or so. Where and 
how these churches will re- 
place their current pastors is 
a major challenge facing the 
Korean-American churches. 

Second is a question over 
their identity. In a pattern sim- 
ilar to Dutch churches a cen- 
tury ago, Korean-American 
churches are now filled with 
second- and third-generation 
Korean-Americans who can- 
not speak Korean. There remains a necessity to meet the 
needs of the Korean-speaking immigrant generation of be- 
lievers. Yet, how long Korean-American churches should be 
maintained and whether such churches should be maintained 
remains a constant homework for Korean-American minis- 
ters and leaders. B 


16 


YEARS OF 
ORDAINED 
MINISTRY 


JOEL E. KIM is President and Assistant 
Professor of New Testament at Westminster 
Seminary California. He lives in Escondido 
with his wife, Sharon, and two children. 
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LI] 3rd year M.Div. 


rowing up in China, I had minimal knowledge about Chris- 

tianity. It had never been part of my life planning to become 

a Christian, let alone to study in a seminary preparing for 
pastoral ministry. My plan was to become an architect. But God had 
a different design for my life. 

In 2009, when I was 19 years old, I left China to pursue architec- 
tural study in Italy, where I was exposed not only to great architecture 
and aromatic espresso, but also to Christianity. Unlike many people 
raised in a Christian home, I have gone through a journey full of hard- 
ship, from being a staunch atheist to a confessing Reformed Christian. 
I had to overcome my deep-rooted Darwinian worldview, learn the 
Bible from scratch, and endure pressure from my unbelieving family. 
It was a painful process. 

The Word of God itself attracted me. I used to think the Bible was 
full of fables and fictions teaching some universal moral principles. 
But when I started reading it, I found the Bible to be full of narratives, 
genealogies, and histories. In fact, the Bible is a metanarrative of God. 
By nature, my sinful heart suppresses the truth of God, but he gave 
me a new heart through faith. The sovereignty of God was the first 
blood drop in my newly-regenerated vessels. 

I was baptized in an Italian mainline (liberal) Baptist church in 
Turin, Italy, together with Huimin, now my wife and mother of our 
newborn son. Later, we spent a couple of years in a Chinese evan- 
gelical church in Milan. I had no knowledge of the historic, confes- 
sional Reformed tradition until we started attending and became 
members of Chiesa Riformata Filadelfia, а URCNA mission work in 
Milan. It was the first time I felt that I had found home. I was no lon- 
geran individual branch, but grafted into the trunk receiving nutrients 
from this historic, confessional soil. 

I remember the first time I heard Christ preached from the Scrip- 
ture, that he had done that which I could never do for myself - to 
exchange his righteousness for my sins. A complex affection of repen- 
tance, awe, joy, and deep gratitude sprang from within me. I began to 
understand why in some of his last words J. Gresham Machen said 
that his hope in the face of death rested upon Christ's perfect obedi- 
ence. Yes, Christ is faithful. He gave himself for my sins, and now he 
sustains me by his ordinary means of grace. Because I receive Christ 
week after week, I am increasingly certain and willing to say that I am 
not my own, body and soul, both in life and death, but belong to my 
faithful Savior Jesus Christ (HC, Q&A 1). 

For me, God has а good sense of humor. He often works in unex- 
pected ways. He brought me into Protestantism in the country that is 
the center of Roman Catholicism; he led me to conservative evan- 
gelicalism through a liberal Protestant church; he introduced me to 
Reformed theology in an Arminian evangelical environment. Now, I 
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am studying at Westminster Seminary 
California (WSC), in my third and final 
year of the M.Div. program, while finish- 
ing an internship at Christ URC in Santee, 
California. Indeed, the heart of man plans 
his way, but the Lord establishes his steps. 


FROM ITALY TO WSC 


The reason I decided to leave a potential 
career in architecture to study at WSC was 
not that I needed to discover a higher 
meaning in life, or that working as an ar- 
chitect was not spiritual enough. I have 
already found the fullness of life in Christ. 
What drives me to make this significant 
turn in my life is the gospel - the surpass- 
ing value of the gospel of Christ, and the 
extensive need of the pure preaching of 
the gospel. The need for skilled and faith- 
ful workers in the ministry of Word and 
sacrament compels me to make this deci- 
sion. I am so grateful for the opportunity 
to study at Westminster. While I appreci- 
ate the high academic standards, what I 
appreciate most is that everything taught 
at WSC ultimately is for service to Christ, 
his gospel, and his church. 

I have learned an important lesson 
living in different countries: people are 
unhappy with their lives. People suffer 
from injustice, corruption, violence, pov- 
erty, and abuse, whether in China, Italy, 
or the United States. Surely, some places 
enjoy more privileges and freedoms than 
others. But every time I travel or live in a 
different place I am reminded that there 
is no everlasting rest in this present age. 


“WHILE [ APPRECIATE THE HIGH ACADEMIC STANDARDS, 
WHAT | APPRECIATE MOST IS THAT EVERYTHING 
TAUGHT AT WSC ULTIMATELY IS FOR SERVICE ТО 
CHRIST, HIS GOSPEL, AND HIS CHURCH." 


What message can I bring to this desper- 
ate world? Studying in a seminary does 
not give me expertise in sociology or 
politics. At WSC, I am being prepared to 
proclaim a unique comfort - the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, sustaining God’s people 
through various circumstances and stages 
of their lives and pointing them to their 
heavenly homeland that God has prepared 
in Christ. It sounds foolish to the world; 
nevertheless, through the folly of the gos- 
pel, God’s wisdom defeats the wisdom of 
this world. 


PREPARING TO SERVE CHRIST’S 
CHURCH 


Nearing the end of my studies at WSC, I 
am looking forward to being ordained in 
the URCNA and serving Christ’s church. 
Being Chinese, my heart has always been 
for the billions of Chinese people. I look 
eagerly for opportunities to reach out to 
them wherever they are. For many years 
it has been difficult for missionaries to 
enter China. Today, we are witnessing a 
rapid increase of Christian population in 
mainland China and a widespread interest 


SEMINARY œ DAY 


Seminary for a Day is a unique opportunity for prospective students to 
experience WSC firsthand. Join us at one of our upcoming events! 


Lodging and travel reimbursement are available. For more info, visit 


wscal.edu/visit, email admissionsewscal.edu, or call (888) 480-8474. 


VISIT 


LEARN 


EXPLORE 


in the Reformed tradition. Thousands 
of churches in China are committing 
to the Reformed faith, and many have 
joined NAPARC denominations. It is 
an exciting time in the history of the 
Chinese church. There are vast needs 
for Reformed resources to be trans- 
lated into Chinese, ministers and el- 
ders to be trained, and, most impor- 
tantly, the gospel to be preached 
boldly. 

Since I benefited from the URC- 
NA mission work in Italy and closely 
connected to it, I also desire to return 
to Italy where the light of the gospel 
has been quenched for centuries, and 
to work among the Chinese in Italy. 
As my experience has shown, God 
often works in unexpected ways. There 
are many unknown factors regarding 
the future. Though my heart has its 
own plans, I am pleased to submit to 
the Lord, who establishes my steps. 
But one thing I know for certain is that 
the Spirit of God is at work wherever 
the gospel of Christ is preached faith- 
fully. m 


"| loved the small, yet 
close family feel the 
seminary had. / saw 

that І would be able to 


build relationships with 


other students, and 
even get to know the 
professors, who also 
wanted to pour into 
the students lives." 


JEFFREY GONZALES, M.Div. Student 


CAMPAIGN NEWS 


T he Lord continues to bless the 
campaign to build housing on 
campus for those students who 
are called to serve Christ, his gospel, 
and his church. The Westminster Semi- 
nary California (WSC) Residential Vil- 
lage (8 apartment buildings on 9.5 acres 
of land adjacent to the current campus) 
is scheduled for completion by the sum- 
mer of 2018. 

Crews began framing the build- 
ings in June, and completed that phase 
of construction in October! With the 
framing and roofing work complete, 
crews began the process of installing 
drywall and landscaping. The irrigation 
lines and many plants and trees are be- 
ing installed now so that they will have 
time to take root by the time the build- 
ings are completed. 

This winter will be a time for fin- 
ishing the interiors, pouring concrete 
sidewalks, and installing playground 
equipment near the Commons Build- 
ing so that the 64 apartments are ready 
for students and their families to move 


BUILDING ona 
FIRM FOUNDATION 


A Vision of Westminster Seminary California 


into before the next academic year. 

We give thanks for the Lord’s pro- 
visions. God's people have gifted more 
than $15 million to build this village. 
Another $5 million is needed for com- 
pletion of this project. It takes a village 
of support to build a community of 
faith where students and their families 
will benefit from mutual support that 
will enhance their spiritual, emotional, 
and educational experience at WSC. 
Please pray with us that funds will be 
provided for this unprecedented project 
in the life of the seminary. 


—— PROJECT OVERVIEW — — 


64 31 


RESIDENTIAL INDIVIDUAL COMMONS 


BUILDINGS UNITS BUILDING 


For more campaign details & 
continued progress reports, visit 


WSCAL.EDU/CAMPAIGN 


CONSTRUCTION STAGES 


—GRABING— 
—FOUNBATHON-— 
FRAMING/LANDSCAPING 


PLUMBING/MECHANICAL/ELECTRICAL 
INSULATION & DRYWALL 
XTERIOR & INTERIOR FINISH 


In early June, the student hous- 
ing project transitioned from the 
foundation stage to the framing 
stage of the process. Framers are 
building walls and roofs on the 
firm foundations. During the fram- 
ing stage, landscapers will begin 
installation of the many plants and 
trees that will fill out the 9.5-acre 
site, which will allow the vegeta- 
tion and trees to take root and 
mature in time for students to 
move into the housing units in the 
summer of 2018. 


BENEFITS ТО STUDENTS: 


e Providing а community of faith where education, fellowship, 


and families flourish 


e Saving students altogether an estimated $325,000 annually 


with below-market rents 


» Reducing the need for two cars for married couples, as 
students can walk to classes, the library, and meet with their 


professors 


e Establishing opportunities for life-long relationships for a 


life-time of ministry 


OPPORTUNITIES ТО INVEST: 


* PROJECT TOTAL: $20.5 million 
* COMMITMENTS: $15.3 million 
* REMAINDER: $5.2 million 


75% 


OF THE FUNDS HAVE BEEN 
RAISED FOR THIS CAMPAIGN 


25% 


REMAINING 
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AN EVENING 


IN HO 
DR. W. ROBERT GO 


n Wednesday, May 24, 2017, 
() the Westminster Seminary 

California community gath- 
ered at the California Center for the Arts 
in Escondido for a special evening in 
honor and celebration of Dr. W. Robert 
Godfrey on the occasion of his retirement 
as longtime president and professor at 
WSC. Dr. Ryan Glomsrud, Associate Pro- 
fessor of Historical Theology, served as 
emcee for the evening. During the pro- 
gram, faculty, trustees, and family mem- 
bers shared their memories, love, and 
appreciation of Dr. Godfrey for his long 
service to our Lord and the church 
through the seminary. 

Fittingly, the Psalms featured prom- 
inently throughout the evening. Current 
Trustee Rev. LeRoy Christoffels, who also 
served as a founding trustee for WSC, 
opened the evening with a brief devo- 
tional on Psalm 68. Following some spe- 
cial presentations, Rev. Robert M. God- 
frey, a 2007 WSC alumnus and Dr. 
Godfrey’s youngest child, sang Psalm 68. 
The evening came to a close with the cor- 
porate singing of Psalm 23. Attendees 
also received a complimentary copy of 
Dr. Godfrey’s latest book, Learning to Love 
the Psalms (Reformation Trust Publish- 
ing, 2017). 

Several special presentations high- 
lighted the post-dinner program. Dr. 
Glomsrud represented WSC alumni in 
presenting Dr. Godfrey with a scrapbook 
containing photos and notes from alum- 
ni of their memories of and appreciation 


NOR OF 
DFREY 


for Dr. Godfrey. Dr. Dennis Johnson, 
Professor of Practical Theology and Direc- 
tor of Field Education, represented the 
faculty by presenting Dr. Godfrey with a 
framed resolution in which the faculty 
expressed its gratitude for his long tenure 
as professor and president. WSC Board 
Chairman, Ron Prins, presented a framed 
board resolution that conveyed the board’s 
appreciation for Dr. Godfrey’s faithful 
service and leadership at the seminary. 
Finally, the seminary was given a gift in 
honor of Dr. Godfrey—a 1599 edition of 
John Calvin's Institutes of the Christian 
Religion. With this edition, Thomas Nor- 
ton, who was English Reformer Thomas 
Cranmer’s son-in-law, became the first to 
translate the Institutes to English. 

Some of Dr. Godfrey’s longtime 
friends, former colleagues, and associates 
in the ministry were unable to attend the 
dinner. Many of these friends were able 
to convey their congratulations through 
a video that was played during the pro- 
gram. Those who shared messages on the 
video included Dr. Robert B. Strimple, 
Dr. and Mrs. Derke Bergsma, Rev. An- 
drew Cammenga, Dr. R.C. Sproul, Dr. 
Ligon Duncan, Dr. R. Albert Mohler, Jr., 
Dr. Philip G. Ryken, Dr. Sinclair Ferguson, 
Rev. Alistair Begg, and many others. 

Rev. William C. Godfrey, 2010 WSC 
alumnus and Dr. Godfrey’s oldest child, 
closed the special evening in prayer. We 
are thankful to Dr. Godfrey for his many 
years of service and devotion to West- 
minster Seminary California. В 


“DURING YOUR TENURE, THE SEMINARY HAS BEEN 
IN GREAT HANDS. YOU HAVE RUN THE RAGE, YOU 
HAVE KEPT THE FAITH, AND THAT IS THE HIGHEST 
COMPLEMENT І KNOW HOW TO PAY YOU." 
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(from top) 1: Dr. Godfrey speaking 

2: Dr. Godfrey and Mary Ellen Godfrey 
3. framed resolution from faculty 

4: Board Chairman Mr. Ron Prins speaking 
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THE BIBLE 


WESTMINSTER SEMINARY CALIFORNIA 


JANUARY 12 - 13, 2018 | ON THE CAMPUS OF WSC * ESCONDIDO, CA 


For nearly two millennia the stories of the Bible have enthralled Christians of all ages. But how, precisely, do we fit 
into God's stories—creation, the flood, Abraham, Israel, and David? Next year's faculty conference explains how we 
fit into God’s unfolding story of redemption and the important role of the Bible’s historical narratives. 


8 
s PLENARY SESSIONS & SPEAKERS REGISTER TODAY! 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 12 Early Bird Registration ends 12/1/2017 
Evening =- PEG R OE oee nE У здае Three ways to register now: 
“God’s Stories as Literary Artistry” — JOEL E. KIM 


e Online: (recommended 
“God’s Stories as History” — JOSHUA J. VAN EE ( 


Visit wscal.edu/conference 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 13 e Phone: 
ОПО Call (888) 480-8474 

“God’s Stories as Theology" — DAVID VANDRUNEN e Mail: 

“Allusion: The Interaction Among God’s Stories” — BRYAN D. ESTELLE Complete, detach, & mail the form 
“God’s Stories and Other Stories" — w. ROBERT GODFREY below to: 

AfieroOn оз з Westminster Seminary California 


Attn: Annual Conference 2018 
1725 Bear Valley Parkway 
Escondido, CA 92027 


“Preaching God’s Stories” — DENNIS E. JOHNSON 
Questions & Answers — SPEAKER PANEL 


NOTE: Cancellations and refund requests must be made in writing, by email to conference@wscal.edu, or by fax to (760) 480-0252, and received by 
January 2, 2018 in order to receive a full refund, less a $10 cancellation fee. 


aaa Gare re CUO isn ed Sea ea a a lal піно аа 
ATTENDEE INFORMATION 
$50 per person Х =$ through 12/1/2017 
Name (first/last) Person 1. — — —————————————————————————— $60 per person X. =$ after 12/1/2017 
Name (first/last) Person 2/Spouse $70 per person X— = $ after 1/1/2018 
Adaress $10 per person X. =$ per boxed lunch 
=$ TOTAL 
City State Zip 
Phone Number Email 
Name of Church 
METHOD OF PAYMENT 
Check Visa Mastercard American Express Discover 
Registration cannot be proccessed until payment is received 
Credit Card Number Expiration Date _____ Signature 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: WSC 2017 graduating class with WSC faculty; Dr. W. Robert Godfrey speaking during ceremony; commencement participants Dr. Julius 
J. Kim, Rev. Brian Warne, Hon. Paul J. McNulty, Dr. W. Robert Godfrey, Rev. Robert Novak, Dr. J. V. Fesko; Hon. Paul J. McNulty giving commencement address 


estminster Seminary California’s 36th Annual 
Commencement was held on Saturday, May 27, 
2017, at Emmanuel Faith Community Church in 
Escondido, California. Degrees were conferred on 30 students, 
with 21 receiving the Master of Divinity (M.Div.) degree and 
9 receiving the Master of Arts (M.A.) degree. The Class of 2017 
includes students from 9 U.S. states and 6 foreign countries, 
including China, Japan, Ukraine, South Africa, Mexico, and 
Canada. The graduates represent several denominations includ- 
ing the PCA (10), URCNA (6), OPC (3), ARBCA (3), KAPC, 
RCA, Acts 29, and various non-denominational churches. 
The Honorable Paul J. McNulty, President of Grove City 
College, delivered the commencement address, titled "Minis- 
try of Inspiration." Rev. Brian Warne, the father of graduate 


Dan Warne, gave the invocation and Rev. Robert Novak 
(M.Div., 2013), pastor to three graduating students, delivered 
the prayer for the graduates. 

Since 1979, WSC has offered a distinctively Reformed and 
rigorous theological education to glorify Christ, promote his 
gospel, and serve his Church. The 2017 graduates join more 
than 1,100 WSC alumni who are using their theological edu- 
cation to serve as pastors, teachers, missionaries, scholars, and 
leaders in various Reformed denominations around the world. 
Please join WSC in praying for these men and women as they 
go out to the ends of the earth in service of our Lord. 


For commencement audio and video, visit us online: 
WWW.WSCAL.EDU/COMMENCEMENT-2017 


“AT WESTMINSTER | HAD THE BENEFIT OF LEARNING FROM THE EXAMPLE OF GODLY CHURCHMEN 
E WHO ARE ALSO WORLD-CLASS SCHOLARS. IN THIS WAY | WAS TRAINED FOR THE RIGOROUS 
S STUDY THAT THE PASTORATE REQUIRES, 
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MINISTRY OF INSPIRATION 


On May 27, 2017, The Honorable Paul J. McNulty, President of Grove City 
College, delivered the commencement address to the graduating class 
of Westminster Seminary California. Here is an excerpt of the address, 


titled “Ministry of Inspiration.” 


s future leaders in the church, 
A you will be called on to encour- 
age and inspire others through 
your words. So I want to take some time 
to examine the biblical perspective of 
being inspirational. When God breathed 
the breath of life into Adam, he trans- 
formed Adam's body from mere dust into 
a living person. God literally inspired 
Adam in the sense that he filled Adam 
with breath in order to give him natural 
life. It is an extraordinary transformation 
from dust to dignity. In the Bible, God's 
word is the source of true inspiration. 
As you take up your calling and think 
ofthe challenge and task of being useful 
to others and speaking words that might 
inspire them, the first thing to consider 
is this: itis not about you. It is not about 
you. As we seek to inspire others through 
our words we should avoid self-promo- 
tion or drawing attention to our own 
abilities. Раш desire was that his listen- 
ers would only see Christ and him cruci- 


“AS SURELY AS GOD 
BROUGHT LIFE TO ADAM 
BY BREATHING INTO НІМ, 
HE WILL ACCOMPLISH 
ALL THAT HE INTENDS 
THROUGH THE WORK 
OF HIS SPIRIT." 


fied. Ultimately, inspiring others requires 
bringing the light and life of God’s word 
to a dying world. 

Secondly, trust the power of God’s 
word. As surely as God brought life to 
Adam by breathing into him, he will ac- 
complish all that he intends through the 
work of his Spirit. There is a lot of Chris- 
tian inspirational speaking out there 
completely void of the gospel. There is 
no mention of Christ because that is not 
the message people want to hear. It is not 
a given that people are willing to trust 
the word of God. 

Thirdly, we therefore must know the 
word of God so that we are prepared to 
offer words of real inspiration. Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly. When 
my four kids went off to college, I stuck 
a note in their Bible that read, “Guard 
the good deposit that has been entrusted 
to you.” And that is what we have to do 
if we are to be truly inspirational. We 
have to bring God’s breath of life into the 
relationships that we have in this world. 

And finally, be courageous. Paul told 
Timothy to be ready in season and out 
of season to preach the word. Endure 
suffering in ministry. Only God through 
his word has the power to truly encour- 
age and inspire his people. It may not 
come wrapped in the most eloquent 
package, but stand firm on the word as 
the power to change hearts. We have a 
ministry of inspiration. We should strive 
to be the instrument by which God, 
though his word, breathes life into the 
lifeless, faith into the faithless, and hope 
into the hopeless. Ш 


Notice Of Nondiscriminatory Policy As To Students 


The Westminster Seminary California school admits students of any race, color, national 
and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or 
made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, 
scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs. 
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CLASS OF 2017 
BY THE NUMBERS 


ЕЕЕ Bát! 
STUDENTS 


M.DIV. DEG 
CONFERRE 


M.A. DEGREES 
CONFERRED 


FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES 
REPRESENTED 


20% 33% 


DENOMINATIONS 
REPRESENTED 


10% 20% 
OPC URCNA 


 ONMISSION qu 


SHARING 
THE GOSPEL 


WITH THE OJIBWE 


by Rob Weaver 


from my first mission trip with First Nation peoples 

until I would be in full-time pastoral ministry. The 
Lord has used ministry and life experiences, as well as formal 
education, to prepare me for the challenging work I'm now 
doing in Lake of the Woods, Canada. I pastor Morson Com- 
munity Bible Fellowship, a small congregation in a rural area 
with outreach to the Ojibwe people, who largely populate our 
area. Our initial goals alongside pastoral duties are to love 
the people, build relationships, and learn the culture with a 
long-term goal of training qualified men to lead the church 
and plant new churches. 

During the summer of 1999, I selfishly went on a 12-day 
canoe trip in Northern Saskatchewan to camp and fish. The 
camp was an outreach to First Nation teenagers, but the Lord 
had greater plans. The missionary challenged me, "There are 
plenty of men who can do construction, but not enough to do 
mission work.” That statement, coupled with my enjoyment 
of working with First Nation people, began a major life shift 
from secular work toward the ministry. 

Iknew God was calling me to missions, and he used inter- 
actions with two missionaries to direct me further. Searching, 
Iplanned to spend three months in Canada to be a helper to 
the missionary so he could do pastoral ministry. But before 
I could go, another missionary from my church asked me to 
join him in southern India for three months. I objected, ^No, 
I think God is calling me to Canada? He countered, “I think 
you should come to India first. I need someone to help me 
teach.” Having recently taken a spiritual gift test, I objected 


L ittle did I know that it would be a fifteen-year journey 


again, “Teaching isn't my spiritual gift.” Emphatically, the mis- 
sionary responded, “God will loosen your tongue—let’s go!" 
Sure enough, God helped me and planted in me a desire for 
teaching and pastoral ministry. 

My heart remained set on Canada, so I spent five more 
summers helping lead nine evangelistic wilderness camps. 
During this time, I attended Kuyper College, but I realized 
that I would need more tools and education. Westminster 
Seminary California was my first choice because I appreciated 
the pastoral heart of WSC graduates Rev. C.J. den Dulk and 
Rev. Brian Vos. These men were examples to me and encour- 
aged me to pursue schooling at their alma mater. WSC was a 
rich experience that helped establish my Reformed theology. 
I had tended toward legalism, and Westminster helped me 
to understand the gospel, which guides my ministry by its 
unique truth, its power to save, and its motivation for loving 
relationships. 

After seminary, I rejoined the workforce in construction, 
but the understanding of the gospel I gained through WSC 
helped me immensely as I related to the variety of people with 
whom I worked. Seven years passed as I worked construc- 
tion and taught Sunday school in my local church; but I had 
a burning desire to teach the Word full time. And finally in 
2014, the doors were wide open for ministry in Canada, so 
I moved my family to Morson, Ontario, where we disciple 
believers and evangelize the local Ojibwe people who live on 
two nearby reserves. 

The Ojibwe are largely resistant to Christianity due to the 
long history of white domination and forced assimilation at 
residential schools. These schools were government funded, 
but operated by church missions and denominations. Sadly, 
Christianity was forced on the children, and they also expe- 
rienced a variety of horrific abuses. In response, people in my 
community are resistant to Christianity. Not everyone is glad 
that a white pastor has moved into the community. People are 
afraid to come to church because of a perceived connection 
to the residential schools of the past. 

Knowing the gospel has helped me tell others about the 
uniqueness of Christianity compared to other religions. Satan 
has his hold on the Ojibwe people by enslaving them and 
keeping them in fear through their animistic beliefs and cer- 
emonies. An example of the fearful religious bondage can 
be described by what happens after death. A friend of mine 
told me what his grandmother taught him: if a First Nation 
person died a Christian, when they arrive at heavens gate 


“WSC WAS A RICH EXPERIENCE THAT HELPED ESTABLISH MY REFORMED THEOLOGY. | HAD 
TENDED TOWARD LEGALISM, AND WESTMINSTER HELPED ME TO UNDERSTAND THE GOSPEL, 
WHICH GUIDES MY MINISTRY BY ITS UNIQUE TRUTH, ITS POWER ТО SAVE, AND 
ITS MOTIVATION FOR LOVING RELATIONSHIPS.” 
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they wont be allowed in because they are 
an "Indian? However, when their spirit 
tries to journey to their ancestors, they 
wont be let in there either because they 
were Christian. Thus, their spirit will 
never find rest. Because of their animistic 
mindset, telling an Old Testament story 
about the power of God can be very ef- 
fective. 

Westminster helped me understand 
and preach Christ in all the Scriptures, 
which has far-reaching implications. It is 
not merely during Sunday services that 
Christ is preached, but in everyday life 
and in every context. The Ojibwe grapple 
with many challenges, including racism, 
injustice, broken families, and a sense of 
hopelessness. In their pain, they turn to 
drugs, alcohol, and sexual sin, and native 
people suffer the highest rate of suicide 
of any culture. How do I even start to 
counsel someone entrenched in such 
cycles of sin? Understanding the dis- 
tinction between the law and the gospel 
has helped me aim for deeper change 
in peoples hearts rather than outward 
behavioral change. It is not about peo- 
ple conforming to expectations on the 
outside, but inwardly having a change 
of heart. 

I am not merely a pastor; I am able to 
help people with handyman projects in 
order to build relationships. Rev. Bernie 


WSCAL.EDU 


"HOW DO | EVEN START TO COUNSEL SOMEONE ENTRENCHED 
IN SUCH CYCLES OF SIN? UNDERSTANDING THE DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN THE LAW AND Tit GOSPEL H 


Van Fe and his son Dr. Joshua Van Fe, 
Associate Professor of Hebrew and Old 
Testament at WSC, demonstrated the 
importance of serving the body when 
they asked me to help load a moving 
truck for a member of Bernies church. I 
was surprised to learn that Bernie would 
spend seven hours driving the truck to 
Northern California. This didn’t seem 
like pastoral work. Josh commented, “My 
dad is a different kind of pastor,’ and that 
resonated with me. Some lessons are not 
taught in the classroom, but in relation- 
ships and through working side-by-side. 
This memory shaped how I view my role 
in the community as I enjoy breaking 
from my studies to serve others. Such op- 
portunities have opened doors for gospel 
conversations. 

Much of my work is done outside the 
four walls of the church through visit- 
ing, helping with handyman needs, giv- 


ing rides, bringing a meal, or bringing 
people drinking water—these simple 
gestures provide opportunities for low- 
key gospel conversations. My wife, Joy, 
started gifting teen moms with baby 
clothing, and my kids enjoy their friends 
on the reserve. Despite the resistance, my 
family is gradually making connections 
and building relationships. In time, we 
are having more and more religious con- 
versations. We have confidence in God 
to bring in those he has chosen. He is the 
Lord of the harvest, and we are honored 
to do his bidding. I 
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WSC MOBILE 
PHONE APP! 


A convenient new way to stay 
connected with WSC resources 


Did you know that WSC has devel- 
oped a brand new mobile app de- 
signed to compile all your favorite 
content right at your fingertips? Stay 
up to date with the latest resources 
and events as new content will be 
added weekly! 


EASY, QUICK ACCESS TO... 


Office Hours 

Morning Devotions & Lectures 
WSC blog 

WSC video productions 

Simple online giving 

Upcoming WSC events 
Prospective student resources 
Livestream access for Annual 
Conference and other WSC events 


To download the app, visit the 
app store and search for: Tan 


(928) ALUMNI NEWS 


1986 

LisA LEDRI-AGUILAR just finished 
a Postsecondary Reading Credential 
through Cal State Fullerton in spring 
2017. Also, she is a full-time English 
Professor at Grossmont College in Fl 
Cajon, California. 


Jonn T. SowELL has honorably retired 
from 17 years of service with Reformed 
Theological Seminary. In early 2000, 
John founded the Atlanta, Georgia, 
campus of RTS, and began leading it 
through accreditation processes, along 
with faculty and campus acquisition. 
Having served as that campus's first 
president, in honor of his retirement 
this summer, RTS's Trustees desig- 
nated him President Emeritus. Before 
planting RTS's campus in Atlanta, John 
served as a vice president for Westmin- 
ster Seminary California. 


1989 

Ов. HOWARD VANDERWELL has two 
books that will be published this winter. 
Caring Worship and Letters to Growing 
Pastors will be published by Wipf and 
Stock Publishing. 


1992 

JAEYOUN PETER CHANG recently 
planted The Rehoboth Church, which 
belongs to The Presbyterian Church in 
Korea and World Korean Presbyterian 
Church. 


BRADD L. NYMEYER was recently in- 
stalled as the new Senior Pastor of the 
First United Reformed Church of Chi- 
no, CA. 


2001 


STEVE MouLsoN recently completed a 
Master of Theology degree from Duke 
University. His thesis discussed the im- 
pact of the Korean War on Presbyterian 
Missions. He was promoted to Com- 
mander in the Navy Chaplain Corps, 
and is currently serving as the Super- 
visory Chaplain at Arlington National 
Cemetery. 


2002 

Jason Кім recently moved to Choong 
Hyun Mission Church in Glendale, CA, 
for youth ministry. He and his wife were 
blessed with the birth of their second 
child, Chloe. 


2006 

QUENTIN B. FALKENA graduated іп 
May with a D.Min. from Ligonier Acad- 
emy of Biblical and Theological Studies. 
His Major Project was titled "Seeking 
God's Face in Christian Worship: Dis- 
covering His Presence, Peace, and Per- 


son. 


EDWARD JENSEN and his wife wel- 
comed their fourth child—a boy named 
Henry Christopher. 


2007 

JONATHAN KING moved to Indonesia 
in August 2017 to start his new teaching 
post as a Lecturer in Theology as part of 
the Faculty of Liberal Arts at the Uni- 
versitas Pelita Harapan in Indonesia. 


2008 

STEPHEN ROBERTS will be leaving his 
dual calling as minister and army re- 
serve chaplain for a full time calling 
to active duty chaplaincy at joint base 
Lewis-McChord in Washington state. 


2010 

NicoLE NORAN completed an M.A. 
in Teaching and is now working as a 
school librarian in North Carolina. 


2011 

JOSE JIMENEZ and his wife, Rebekah, 
welcomed their fourth child, Elizabeth 
Anne, on July 24, 2017. Jose is currently 
serving as a Navy chaplain in Newport, 
RI. 


2012 

Nıck BRENNAN has been appoint- 
ed as a lecturer in New Testament at 
Queensland Theological College in 
Brisbane, Australia. He is also working 
on his Ph.D. on the Christology of He- 
brews at the University of Otago. 
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KRISTOPHER MARRIAGE апа his wife, 
Caitlin, welcomed their second son, 
Simeon Tobias, on June 2, 2017. 


COLBY PAINTER recently moved from 
Kansas City, MO, to Cookeville, TN, 
and is working as a high school human- 
ities teacher at Highland Rim Academy, 
a classical Christian school. 


МІСАН RENIHAN and his wife wel- 
comed their daughter, Emma Rose, on 
June 16, 2017. 


2013 

Ross HopGEs and JOANNA HODGES 
welcomed their daughter, Charlotte Joy, 
in November 2016, and their son, Isaac 
Peter, in July 2016. They now have three 
children (Elias, 2.5 years old; Charlotte 
8 months; Isaac - 2.5 weeks). 


2014 

MIKE AwTRY and his wife, Alisa, cele- 
brated the birth of their first child, Silas 
William, on April 2, 2017. 


MATT MULLININX moved to Savannah, 
GA, and started a new job as Events 
Marketing Specialist for Great Dane 
Trailers. 


2015 


LUKE GOssETT and his wife, Jennifer, 
celebrated the birth of their daughter, 
Cecilia Rose, on June 30, 2017. 


2018 —————— 


ALUMNI 


WINTER REFRESHER 


9 


LEARN. RECONNECT. 


REFRESH. 


Now in its sixth year, WSC’s Alumni Winter 
Refresher in January offers alumni a great 
opportunity to be spiritually, mentally, and 
physically refreshed by the Lord and his 
Word. Audit for FREE any one-week Win- 
ter Term course and attend the Annual 
Conference! 


2016 

ADRIAN Свом was ordained to the of- 
fice of pastor at Reformation Fellowship 
(OPC) in Roseville, CA, on July 30th 
and will serve as Associate Pastor. 


TRAEVER GUINGRICH received a call to 
be the preaching pastor at Grace Chapel 
Reformed Baptist Church in Argo, AL. 


Mark HOGAN received a call to plant 
a confessional Reformed Baptist church 
in Valley City, ND. 


NATE MILNE and his wife, Deanna, wel- 
comed their daughter, Geneva Grace, 
on May 4, 2017. 


SIMON SCHUSTER was married to Ma- 
ria in July 2017. They are attending a 
Reformed church in Heidelberg, Ger- 
many. 


DAN YORK was ordained and installed 
as an Assistant Pastor at Resurrection 
Presbyterian Church in Puyallup, WA. 


2017 

MARK ВОСАМЕСКА has been а MTW 
missionary in Japan since June 2017. He 
was ordained as a Teaching Elder in the 
South Coast Presbytery of the PCA in 
May 2017. 


JONATHAN CRUSE was ordained and 
installed as the Pastor of Community 
Presbyterian Church in Kalamazoo, MI. 


LUKE FRIEDLY started a year-long pas- 
toral internship with Sovereign Grace 
Church of Pasadena on August 1, 2017. 


If you are a WSC alum and would like 
us to include your recent updates to 
future issues of the magazine, please 
contact us at ALUMNI@WSCAL.EDU. 


f WSC ALUMNI 
FACEBOOK GROUP 


The WSC alumni Facebook group al- 
lows you to connect with your fellow 
alumni and see what they are up to, as 
well as share your own updates. The 
WSC Director of Alumni Relations 
will also occasionally post important 
updates and upcoming events, so be 
sure to join the group! You can find 
a link to the page by visiting WSCAL. 
EDU/ALUMNI. 
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WSC IN 00 


Since its inception in 1980, Westmin- 
ster Seminary California has served 
and been blessed by churches in Orange 
County, California, which is located 
between San Diego and Los Angeles 
counties. This September, WSC offered 
its first off-campus weekend course in 
Orange County. Course participants 
gathered for two consecutive Saturday 


sessions at New Life Fullerton (PCA) 
in north Orange County. More than 30 
churches were represented, and course 
registration reached its maximum ca- 
pacity at 65 participants of pastors, lay- 
persons, current WSC students, alum- 
ni, and prospective students. 

Dr. J.V. Fesko, WSC Academic 
Dean and Professor of Systematic and 
Historical Theology, taught a one-cred- 
it course, titled "Covenant Theology" 
(ST 540). The course surveyed histori- 


WSC WELCOMES NEW STAFF 


Westminster Seminary California re- 
cently welcomed two new staff mem- 
bers, both graduates of WSC. Adam 
Smith (M.Div., 2016) serves as Direc- 
tor of Recruitment & Alumni Rela- 
tions in the Enrollment Management 
Department. Adam grew up in Iowa 
City, Iowa. Before pursuing an M.Div. 
at WSC, Adam completed his under- 
graduate degree at Wheaton College. 
He has 12 years of non-profit work 
experience, including internationally- 
focused positions at Samaritan's Purse, 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 
White Horse Inn, and, most recently, 
Songs for Saplings. He has a passion for 
missions and global Christianity, and 
while a student at WSC he co-founded 
and facilitated the Westminster In- 
ternational Missions Forum. Adam 
and his wife, Laura, have three young 
children. They recently moved back to 
North County San Diego from Port- 
land, Oregon, where they were mem- 
bers of a congregation in the Presbyte- 


rian Church in America (PCA). Adam 
looks forward to serving prospective 
students and WSC alumni. 

Rachel Veit (M.A., 2012) serves as 
Development Office Manager in the 
Advancement Department. She grew 
up in Jefferson City, Missouri, later 
earning her bachelor's degree from her 
hometown Lincoln University. While 
in college, she became certified as a 
nursing practitioner in the state of Mis- 
souri. Rachel took some coursework in 
Ancient Greek before deciding to pur- 
sue a degree in Biblical Studies at WSC. 
She has a deep love for the biblical lan- 
guages. Her work experience includes 
administrative assistant work for the 
Missouri Baptist Convention and man- 
aging a bookstore іп Warrensburg, 
Missouri. She lives in Oceanside, Cali- 
fornia, and is a member of Escondido 
United Reformed Church (URCNA). 
Rachel's passion for the mission of 
WSC drives her to serve the seminary's 
supporters. 


cal, exegetical, and theological exami- 
nations of Reformed covenant theology 
by studying the covenants of redemp- 
tion, works, and grace. Westminster 
Seminary California is extremely 
grateful for the warm hospitality that 
New Life Fullerton extended to the 
course participants. 

Stay tuned for details about our 
next off-campus course, which will be 
held in Spring 2018. B 


ADAM SMITH 
Director of Recruitment e» 
Alumni Relations 


RACHEL VEIT 
Development Office Manager 
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WSC PRESENCE AT GENERAL ASSEMBLIES 


Dr. Fesko attended the 84th meeting of 
the General Assembly of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church, which was held on 
the campus of Trinity Christian College 
in Palos Heights, Illinois, May 31-June 6, 
2017. Dr. Fesko was one of 128 commis- 
sioners and served as a representative of 
the Presbytery of Southern California. 
He was the featured speaker for West- 
minster Seminary Californias Alumni 
and Friends Breakfast, held on June 5, 
2017, which had 20 in attendance. Dr. 
Fesko spoke about the graduating class 
of 2017, the retirement ceremony for 
Dr. Godfrey, the appointment of Rev. 
Kim as WSC’s fourth president, the 
new student housing project, and our 
annual fund. There were a number of 
WSC alumni in attendance, and recent 
graduate Christopher Hartshorn (class 
of 2014) was nominated and elected to 
the denomination’s standing committee 


From June 12-16, 2017, about 1,400 
commissioners (both teaching and rul- 
ing elders) gathered together in Greens- 
boro, North Carolina, to take part in 
the 45th General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in America (PCA). Dr. 
Alex Jun, a ruling elder of a church pas- 
tored by a WSC alumnus (Rev. Samuel 
Park; New Life Mission Church, Ful- 
lerton, CA), was elected moderator of 


WSCAL.EDU 


on Home Missions. Rev. Hartshorn not 
only started his own mission work while 
he was a student at WSC, but he also 
started a new mission work in Pasadena, 
California, to which WSC graduate Rev. 
Matthew Cotta has been recently called 


this GA—the first Asian-American 
to be elected to that role. Statistically 
in 2016, the PCA is now comprised of 
1,892 churches and mission works that 
includes 374,161 members. Present at 
the GA this year were faculty members 
Dr. Julius Kim and Rev. Joel Kim. They 
represented the seminary at a special 
luncheon hosted by WSC where over 70 
alumni and friends heard Dr. Kim give 
a devotional, and newly elected presi- 


and will take up the work this summer. 
Rev. Hartshorn is also presently work- 
ing on starting another mission work. 
The assembly recognized his church- 
planting gifts and thus elected him to 
the standing committee. B 


dent of WSC, Rev. Joel Kim, give an up- 
date on the state of the seminary. It was 
a wonderful opportunity to reconnect 
with alumni and friends of WSC who 
are faithfully serving Christ and his 
Church. In addition to this luncheon, 
Dr Kim gave a seminar on preaching 
Christ and was also part ofa panel dis- 
cussion sponsored by the Gospel Refor- 
mation Network. 


INPERSON & INPRINT 


N 
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REFORMATION TOUR WITH DR. GODFREY 


Dr. W. Robert Godfrey served as 
lecturer for a series of Ligonier tours of 
the birthplace of the Reformation from 
July 27 through August 20, 2017. The 
historical and educational tours took 
attendees from Prague to Frankfurt, 
commemorating the 500th anniversary 
of Martin Luther posting the Ninety-Five 
Theses in Wittenberg. Drs. R. Albert 
Mohler, Jr. and Stephen J. Nichols also 
served as lecturers during the trip. 

The group began the pre-cruise 
section of the trip with a tour of the 
Church of St. Martin in the Wall in the 
Old Town section of Prague, where in 
1414 a student of Jan Hus administered 
the chalice to the laity for the first time. 
Dr. Godfrey delivered his first lecture of 
the trip, “The Goose: Hus at Prague,’ at 
the 12th-century church. The evening 
ended with dinner at the Mandarin 
Oriental Ballroom, followed by Dr. 
Godfrey’s lecture, “Waiting for Luther,’ 
on the forerunners of the Protestant 
Reformation. 

After boarding the Viking Beyla 
in Decin, attendees began their cruise 
down the Elbe River. The group awoke 
in Dresden on August Ist. After touring 
the Dresden Castle, Dr. Godfrey provided 
a midday lecture on Martin Luther, titled 
“Here I Stand.” The next stop on the 


tour brought them to Torgau, where the 
group visited the grave of Katharina von 
Bora, Martin Luther’s beloved wife. The 
following day, Dr. Godfrey continued 
speaking on the topic of Luther, this time 
examining Luther as a pastor. 

The next stop on the tour was 
Wittenberg, widely recognized as the 
birthplace of the Protestant Reformation. 
Among other sites, the walking tour 
included a visit to Castle Church, where 
Luther posted the Ninety-Five Theses. 
The group spent the remainder of the 
week touring Dessau, Magdeburg, and 
Berlin. On the Lord's Day, August 6, Dr. 
Godfrey preached a sermon in Berlin, 
"The Unchanging Gospel? 

A portion ofthe attendees continued 
for an extended tour that focused on 
Martin Luther' life. This leg of the tour 
brought the travelers to Eisenach to visit 
Wartburg Castle, where Elector Frederick 
the Wise hid Luther, who disguised 
himself as a knight. It was at Wartburg 
Castle that Luther translated the New 
Testament from Greek into German. Dr. 
Godfrey delivered several more lectures 
on Luther and Augustine, the councils of 
the church, and Luther and the Psalms. 
On the final day ofthe tour in Frankfurt, 
Dr. Godfrey gave a final address on the 
legacy of Luther. Bi 


UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS 


NOVEMBER 


1-2 | 


Rev. Joel 


E. Kim speaks at 


the KAPC General Assembly 


Refo 


(Atlanta, GA). 


3-4 | Dr. David VanDrun 
ents his paper at the Henry Luce 
IIl Fellows in Theology Confer- 


ence 


Pittsbu 


g, PA). 


mation 500 Conference 


en pres- 


3-4 | Dr. R. Scott Clark and Dr. 
W. Robert Godfrey speak at the 


Lynden URC 


Reformati 


ference (Lynden, WA). 


3-5 | Rev. Joel 


on Con- 


E. Kim speaks at 


the Hanbit Presbyterian Church 
Reformation Conferen 
Diego, CA). 

5 | Dr. David VanDrunen 
es at Covenant OPC (Gr 


PA). 


61 Dr. J. V. 
Chongshin 


Fesko spea 


ce (San 


preach- 
ove City, 


s atthe 


Theological Semi- 


nary Reformation Con 


(Seoul, Sou 
10-11 | Dr. 


h Korea). 


ichael S. 


ference 


Horton 


speaks at the Faith and Culture 
Conference (New Orleans, LA). 


12 | Preside 


Bethel 
СА). 
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nt Kim preaches at 
English Church (Irvine, 


ENGAGEMENTS (CONTINUED) 


14-20 | Dr. Michael S. Horton 
speaks at the Stephen Tong Ref- 
ormation Celebration (Jakarta, 
Indonesia). 


17 | Dr. Bryan D. Estelle presents 
his paper atthe Institute for Bibli- 
cal Research (Boston, MAJ. 


18 | Dr. Bryan D. Estelle presents 
his paper atthe Society of Bibli- 
cal Literature in the Intertextual- 
ity and Hebrew Bible Consulta- 
tion Group (Boston, MA). 


18 | Dr. Joshua J. Van Ee pres- 
ents his paper at the Society of 
Biblical Literature (Boston, MA). 


DECEMBER 


9| Dr. Estelle guest speaks on A 
Visit to the Pastor's Study radio 
show (New York, NY). 


JANUARY 


5-6 | Dr. David VanDrunen pres- 
ents his paper at the Society of 
Christian Ethics Annual Meeting 
(Portland, OR). 


21, 28 | Dr. David VanDrunen 
preaches at Oceanside URC 
(Carlsbad, CA). 


FEBRUARY 


9-10 | Dr. David VanDrunen 
speaks at All Saints Reformed 
Presbyterian Church PCA Con- 
ference (Richmond, VA). 


MARCH 


8-10 | Dr. W. Robert Godfrey 
speaks at the Ligonier Annual 
Conference (Orlando, FL). 


9-10 | President Kim speaks at 
New Life PCA Men's Retreat 
(Escondido, CA). 


APRIL 


8 | Dr. J. V. Fesko preaches at 
Bethel Reformed OPC (Frederiks- 
burg, МА). 


View more faculty speaking events 
online at WSCAL.EDU/NEWS-AND- 
EVENTS/FACULTY-SPEAKING- 
CALENDAR 
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|. "*MAJESTYo HIGH 


Introduction to the Kingdom of God ín the New Testament. 


THE MAJESTY ON HIGH 


Introduction to the Kingdom of God in 
the New Testament 


by S. M. BAUGH 


The kingdom of God is not an isolated theme or top- 
icin the Bible but its central reality, and therefore the 
center of all creation. In fact, the kingdom of God 
which the Lord Jesus put into place permanently 
at his first coming is nothing less than the new cre- 


| RADAR ation, the new heavens and new earth. Designed for 


WT 


the non-specialist, this book introduces the reader to 


à the kingdom of God and to its foundational issues. 


і FOR MORE FACULTY BOOKS, SEE THE BOOKSTORE АД 
ON Р. 27 OR VISIT US ONLINE АТ WSCAL.EDU/BOOKSTORE. 


&) MEET NEW TRUSTEE ERIC WATKINS 


Westminster Seminary California is 
pleased to welcome Eric Watkins, Lyle 
Faber, David Hall, Kent Van Groningen, 
Derrick Vander Meulen, and Milton 
Hodges as the 2020 class of WSC Trustees. 
Rev. Vander Meulen and Mr. Hodges join 
this class through re-election. Rev. Ken 
Van Groningen and Rev. Dr. Eric Watkins 
will serve on the WSC Board for their 
first time. 

Rev. Watkins graduated from WSC 
in 2000, earning the M.Div. degree with 
an emphasis in counseling. While in 
seminary, he served as a year-long intern 
at Harvest OPC in Vista, California. 
He has served as an ordained minister 
in the OPC since 2001. After his time 
in Southern California, Rev. Watkins 
pursued а ТЬ.М. in Reformation Studies 
at Reformed Theological Seminary, 
followed by a Ph.D. in Homiletics at 
the Theological University in Kampen, 
Netherlands. 

Rev. Watkins has served as minister 
at Covenant Presbyterian Church in 


Saint Augustine, Florida, since 2007. 
He is passionate about church planting, 
evangelism, discipleship, and Christ- 
centered preaching in a postmodern 
context. In 2017, he published his 
first book, The Drama of Preaching: 
Participating with God in the History of 
Redemption (Wipf & Stock). Rev. Watkins 
and his wife, Heather, have two adopted 
children and a third child. In his spare 
time, he enjoys surfing, beach volleyball, 
playing the guitar, and spending time 
with his family. We look forward to Rev. 
Watkins’s service on the WSC Board of 
Trustees. M 


23 


ACADEMIC YEAR 2016-2017 


WESTMINSTER SEMINARY CALIFORNIA 


ILE 


WSC continues to graduate more men in the Master of 
Divinity program than all other programs combined. 


MASTER 


116 9" aps 


STUDENTS 


MASTER OF 
DIVINITY 


FACULTY 13 Members 


9:1 Student/faculty ratio 


ACCREDITATION Association of Theological Schools 
Western Association of Schools and Colleges / 


ALUMN| More than 1,000 Graduates 


VISITING/NON- 
MATRICULATING 


ANNUAL REPORT 


ACADEMICS 


INDEPENDENT/ 
REFORMED BAPTIST 
CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCHES 
CHURCH IN | 
NORTH AMERICA | / 


OTHER 
REFORMED/PRESBYTERIAN 
DENOMINATIONS 


KOREAN 
PRESBYTERIAN 
DENOMINATIONS 


ALUMNI 
SERVING IN 
DENOMINATIONS 


— 
ORTHODOX 
PRESBYTERIAN 


PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 


CHURCH IN 
AMERICA 


UNITED REFORMED CHURCHES 


OTHER CHURCHES 
IN NORTH AMERICA 


FINANCES 


ORDINARY INCOME 


TUITION 


OTHER ~ 


/ 


/ 


UNRESTRICTED 
GIFTS 
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WSC does not receive direct funding 
from the government or from any 
specific church denomination 


ORDINARY EXPENSES 


INSTRUCTION 
& PROGRAMS 


TUITION PER FULL-TIME STUDENT 
$14,750 2% 
= 9 6,/ р 0 по ву ові RANT 


98,000 p 


UPDATE | SPRING2017 


A N 
FUNDRAISING & GENERAL & 
DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATIVE 


p^) HONORARIUM & MEMORIAL GIFTS 


Gifts Received From April 19, 2017 through September 25, 2017 


IN HONOR OF... 


Rev. Dr. Derke P. Bergsma 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Brower 

Mr. and Mrs. Leslie J. Kolk 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Glenn Lemmenes 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Van Prooyen 


Mr and Mrs. John Boogard 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Brower 


Mrs. Tina Brouwer 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Brower 


Rev. Andrew A. Cammenga 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Korthuis 


Mr. and Mrs. Dick Dykstra 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Brower 


Dr. J. V. Fesko 
Valero, Robert, and Carmen Fesko 


Rev. Joel E. Kim 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. R. Scott Clark 


Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester Vander Tuig 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Brower 


IN MEMORY OF... 


Ms. Rebekah Bouma 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Doorn П 


Mrs. Caroline Dehaas 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Dehaas 


Mr. Dick Dykstra 
Mr. Henry Doorn II 
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Oudman 


WSCAL.EDU 


Mrs. Marian E. Earle 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Johnson 


Mr. James W. Huston 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald W. Prins 


Mr. Steve Jasperse 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Dehaas 


Ms. Kelley Lody 
Mr. John M. Lody 


Mr. and Mrs. Bill Masselink 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Masselink 


Mrs. Ada Matlas 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Е Seale 


Mrs. Marcia Lynne McHargue 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Brower 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Doorn II 
Rev. and Mrs. Don Poundstone 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy A. Young 


Mrs. Mary M. Nemeth 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert B. Strimple 
Mr. and Mrs. John K. Andrews 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Brent A. Averill 
Rev. and Mrs. Andrew A. Cammenga 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. R. Scott Clark 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Doorn II 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Faber 

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Glomsrud 

Dr. and Mrs. W. Robert Godfrey 
Rev. William C. Godfrey 

Mr. and Mrs. Case Houson 

Rev. and Mrs. Joel E. Kim 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 


Mr. and Mrs. Arlan Е Memmelaar 
Mrs. Karin G. Norlin 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald W. Prins 

Mr. and Mrs. John Rau 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Spoelstra 

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory J. Tucker 
Ms. Barbara A. Van Solkema 

Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Vande Vegte 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Veenendaal 

Ms. Ellen von Seggern Richter 


Mr. Arie J. Van Schyndel 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Е Seale 


Mr. Keith Vander Pol 
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Brinks 


Mr. W. Daniel Wagner 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward E. Beglin 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. R. Scott Clark 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Doorn П 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey І. Eicher Jr. 
Rev. and Mrs. Brent Е England 
Rev. and Mrs. Stephen A. Fix 
Dr. and Mrs. Marcus McArthur 
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick J. O'Banion 
Rev. and Mrs. John E. Terrell 
Rev. and Mrs. David Zadok 


Thoughtful friends may honor either living or departed 

friends through gifts to the seminary. Those honored 
will be notified, as will the family of those honored at 
death. The amount of the gift is kept confidential and 
is tax deductible. 


— W. ROBERT GODFREY —— 


HONORARIUM 


WSC has established the W. Robert Godfrey Honorarium to celebrate 
President Emeritus Dr. W. Robert Godfrey’s faithful service to Christ, his 
gospel, and his church. There is still time to give a gift in honor of Dr. 
Godfrey! The list of contributors will be published in the next UPDATE. 


TO GIVE, VISIT WSCAL.EDU/GODFREY-HONORARIUM 
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HOW МАМУ YEARS HAVE YOU BEEN WITH 
WSC AND IN THE FUNDRAISING FIELD? 


I was called to serve as the Vice President for Advancement 
in January 2006. My previous two decades of development 
and marketing work were in secular nonprofits. As I look 
back on 30 years in development, it’s clear how the Lord had 
been preparing me for the challenges of being at a Reformed 
theological seminary. Midway through this career path І 
earned the Certified Fund Raising Executive (CFRE) des- 
ignation. It was like earning another Master's Degree (there 
are only 6,000 CFREs in the world) and has proven to be my 
guide for best practices and decision making in a profession 
that is both art and science. 


HOW IS DEVELOPMENT AT WSC DIFFERENT 
FROM OTHER PLACES WHERE YOU HAVE 
WORKED? 


Development is about raising friends and building trust be- 
fore raising funds for any organization. Donors are donors, 
but the way Christians view giving is and should be dif- 
ferent than how the general public views a charitable gift. 
God owns everything, and he entrusts us to live and give as 
good stewards. It begets the question for us as Christians, 
“How are we using these treasures to advance his kingdom 
on earth?” At WSC we invite people to give of their God- 
given resources to participate in this kingdom work, and we 
pray that they will be generous as Christ is generous. 


DO YOU PERCEIVE YOUR ROLE CHANGING 
WITH A NEW PRESIDENT? 


Not significantly. We all hope to be effective team members 
in our efforts to lead WSC toward a sustainable future. We 
pray that the legacy of trust developed by Dr. Godfrey will 
continue as Joel E. Kim picks up the baton of leadership 
and friend raising for WSC, and as we continue to expand 
our reach within Latin American and Asian communities. 


WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO SOMEONE 
COMING TO WORK IN DEVELOPMENT AT WSC? 


Get out of the office and meet God's people. Help people to 
develop hearts of generosity toward God and to experience 
the joy of participating in His work at WSC. 


serves as the Vice President for Advancement at 
Westminster Seminary California and lives in Escondido with 
her husband, Henry, who serves as Director of Stewardship at 
WSC. 


UPDATE | FALL2017 


Ge. 


T MAJESTY ox HIGH 


to the Kingdom of God inthe New Testament 


S.M. BAUGH 


WILEY Blackwell 


Edited by David VanDrunen 
(Wiley-Blackwell, 2017) 


by S. M. Baugh 
(CreateSpace Independent 
Publishing Platform, 2017) 


WHOIS 


JESUS? 


Knowing Christ through His "I Am” Sayings 


Ephesians 


by J. V. Fesko by S. M. Baugh 
(Reformation Heritage Books, (Lexham Press, 2016) 
2016) 


or-di-nar-y 


1. Sustainable faith in a radical, 
restless world 


MICHAEL HORTON 


by Michael S. Horton 
(Zondervan, 2014) 


by Michael S. Horton 
(Crossway Books, 2014) 


Westminster 


Seminary California 


LEARNING TO LOVE 


THE PSALMS 


W. HOWERT GODIREY 


by W. Robert Godfrey 


(Reformation Trust, 2017) 


© 


YOURSELF IN 


Gop’s story 


MICHAEL HORTON 


by Michael S. Horton 
(Zondervan, 2016) 


Divine Covenants 
and Moral Order 


| 
| 
е 


David VanDrunen 


by David VanDrunen 
(Eerdmans, 2014) 


REDISCOVERING 


THE 


[IY 
SPIRIT 


MICHAEL HORTON 


by Michael S. Horton 
(Zondervan, 2017) 


God's Glory 
ALONE 


JESTIC HEA 


AN FAITH AND 


DAVID VANDRUNEN 


by David VanDrunen 
(Zondervan, 2015) 


by J. V. Fesko 
(Crossway Books, 2014) 


DEATH IN ADAM, 
LIFE IN CHRIST 


THE DOCTRINE OF IMPUTATION 


JV. FESKO 


by J. V. Fesko 
(Mentor, 2016) 


PREACHING 


THE WHOLE 
COUNSEL 
of GOD 


orson А 
cospe cium ons 


JULIUS J. KIM 


by Julius J. Kim 
(Zondervan, 2015) 


i 
Pilgrim 


IP heology 


by Michael S. Horton 
(Zondervan, 2013) 


TRINITY 
vem COVENANT 
» REDEMPTION 


by J. V. Fesko 
(Mentor, 2016) 


Walking 
with 
Jesus 

through 


His Word 


Discovering Christ in All the Scriptures 


by Dennis E. Johnson 
(P&R, 2015) 


HN (ALVIN 


W. ROBERT GODFREY 


by W. Robert Godfrey 


(Crossway Books, 2009) 
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THE BIBLE 


JOEL E. KIM JOSHUA J. VAN ЕЕ DAVID VANDRUNEN 
BRYAN D. ESTELLE W. ROBERT GODFREY DENNIS E. JOHNSON 
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